tributors. This unfortunately limits the book's usefulness for Australasian critical care, as the strong North American bias is evident throughout the book. Regrettably this means that some recommendations or treatment strategies do not reflect contemporary critical care in Australasia. An example of this occurs in the chapter on renal replacement therapy where five pages are devoted to intermittent haemodialysis and continuous arteriovenous techniques; a mere 20 lines is provided to continuous venovenous modalities.
Together with its relatively high cost for a paperback, the texts North American bias means that it is unlikely to meet the needs of junior medical staff in Intensive Care or their supervisors, especially as there are two texts with local contributors devoted to the same topics.
C. FRENCH Western Hospital, Footscray, Vic. This is the sixth edition since 1970 of this popular but idiosyncratic text on EKG (sic) interpretation. In a style more akin to a television evangelist, Dubin simplistically takes the reader through basic EKG patterns. It could be argued that this text is directed at the EKG novice and that the anaesthetist will be frustrated with the lengthy introductory chapters, occupying one third of the book and including such gems as "sensors called 'electrodes' are put on the skin to detect the heart's electrical activity" or "systole is pronounced Siss-toe-lee", but there is interesting and useful information hidden in an exasperating blancmange of patter.
By simplifying and reducing EKGs to basic fundaments, Dubin facilitates learning and imparts a practical approach. He utilizes repetition, a myriad of simple but clear illustrations and cartoons, review questions and quick reference sheets to cover most abnormalities. Chapters include Basic Principles, Recording the EKG, Autonomic Nervous System, Rate, Arrhythmias, Blocks, Axis, Hypertrophy, Infarction and Miscellaneous Disorders.
Some anaesthetists or intensivists may be grateful that there is no reference to the action potential or its underlying ionic events, but a rational discussion of EKG principles is difficult in their absence. This book is for the intensive care or operating theatre library as an introductory text. It will not satisfy the Primary or Fellowship candidate. It is not a comprehensive textbook and the superficial, sometimes incorrect handling of the clinical context (e.g., "pulseless electrical activity indicates a moribund heart") makes it not useful as a clinical manual. Despite this, the book is easy to read as an introductory text, employs good educational principles and includes some up-to-date information (e.g., the Brugada Syndrome This edition of the quarterly publication, "Frontiers in Anesthesia", includes an eclectic selection of topics, many not normally included in a scientific journal. The authors are primarily based in the U.S.A. with two papers emanating from Europe. Most authors are well known internationally.
The first three chapters relate specifically to American anaesthesia (or anesthesia) practice. Despite this, there is useful information to be gained and lessons to be learned. The first chapter examines workforce issues, including the influence of education, recruitment and research on the quality of anaesthesia care. The issue of non-medical anaesthetists is addressed and the importance of professional image highlighted.
The second chapter describes the organization of the American Society of Anesthesiologists, including its structure and history. This outline of a strategic plan can serve as a useful model for other anaesthesia organizations.
The third chapter examines anaesthesia from a business perspective, highlighting the difficulties in applying the "evidenced based medicine" model to some aspects of anaesthesia practice.
Chapters 4 and 9 address clinical aspects of anaesthesia management. The roles of β-blockers and α 2 -agonists in anaesthesia and perioperative outcome are presented with concise reviews of current literature and thought.
Chapters 5, 6 and 7 deal with the developing role 208 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 29, No. 2, April 2001 
